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Abstract

The paper raises the question of how to approach recefiestern modernization prograntakingthe
Russianficonservative modernizatiorprogram and its transformation through the concept of the- state

civilization as a case studilon-Western modernization is based on the idea that technology, on the one

hand, and political institutions and values, on the other, are separable, thereby replacing téHatter
anothercivilizational foundation. This work examines the fusion of technological developnmehharn

Western civilizational foundatioress the socid e c hni ¢ al i maginary of Atechnol o
researchguestion is how this imaginary is constructed and justifiediwhat it means in practicdhe

paper consists ahree sectionsSection 1 offers reflections on the concept of modernization; Section 2

situateghe Russian conservative modernization program; and SectgarBines the concept Bfussian

stateci vi li zation in the cont exThe andlysisiiof the ¢tomservativg i ¢ a | m (
modernization program relies on reormativedescriptive approach to the concept of modernization
proposed inthe paper The nor mati ve component includes the i ma

and can also be interpreted as a sociotechnical imagsiacgit fuses the vision of the good life with the
technological future. The descriptive component refers to the vision of the current situation and the recipe
for reaching the desired future. Examining the conservative modernization agenda reveals its ambiguity,
which arises from the merging of liberal, conservative, and technocratic rhetoric. Analyzing the concept of
statecivilization through the lens of techlogical development reveals how the statglization
framework transforms coproduction, as Sheila Jasanoff defines it, -byidersalizing and detaching
Western governance forms from Western technology, and by insisting that they are civilizatioces ch

of a particular civilization, imposed globally as if they were universal. The article concludes with examples
of how the socigechnical imaginaryofit ec hn ol o gi c adperatesid gracticé. zat i on o
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