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Abstract

Scientificmaximsareoften usedto describecommonbehaviorswithout any pretensef a commoncause.
Themaximé n a Bahhorsav a ¢ u cambé usedto describethe distributionof moleculesn avesselor
the migrationsof birds. Thesemaximscanoften be replacedwith otherexpression§ 6 Br omo i aan 6 ,
6f | ool ihmagwhizh cangive better explanationswhen needed.In some cases,however,two
seeminglydisparatgghenomenanayhaveno bettertermsto accounfor themthanprovisionalexpressions.
Perhapghis is becaus¢he phenomenan questionarenot asdistantasthey seemr perhapst is downto
the fraughtrelationshipbetweerwordsandthings.In the studyof cooperatiorin biology, a greatdeal of
researcthasbeendevotedo symbioticrelationshipdetweerplantsandmycorrhizadungi. Thetermused
for how plantsandfungi gettogetheris 6 r e ¢ o g We wouldbainclined to saythatthis jargonis a
pretty distantmetaphorand shouldbetterreston the morefamiliar biologicalmaximof 6 | cawcdk e @sd
analogy | will forcefully arguethatthisinclinationis wrong.l will alsotentativelyproposehatthe context
of symbiosishasthingsto teachusaboutcommunicatiorandmetaphorandmaybeevenethics.
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