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Abstract

This paperclaims to show that the making of technology and the material agency of technical objects can
be analyzed analogdysto the making of meaninghrough words and speech acts. gtoposes the
development of anorecomprehensive view on the making and working of technology that connects the
social pragmatist approach of technical practice and symiméragency (Kant, Dewey, Mead) with the
linguistic conept of pragmatics and speech acts (Peirce, Wittgenstein, AWBtth),. speech acts and
technical acts can be considesiwo modes of meaninghaking in the social construction of reality.
Furthermore the paper exhibitssome paralleldetweenthe objedffication processes danguage and
technology It emphasies how both evolve from early stages of signs and tools in practical contexts to
encodedcollections of grammatical rules atethnologicatoolslater on Doing things with concrete things
(technologyyevealss wo di ffer ent mo d eFBher@isimplitcieekderiencadefigcagyinl Jul | i en)
the language of directadaterialforces and causes aatsoan explicit ascribeéfficacyin the language of
instituted endsmears relations. The text explores the analogy between language and technology through
the lenses of semantics, syntax, pragmatics, and grammar. It emphasizes the imgpicstantcen extended
pragmatist/pragmatics approachttieface ofnew echnologieshatexhibits ahigh degreeof selfactivity,

more modes of intraction between physical and digital objects, amglaaving interactivty at interfaces

with human actors and environmental factditsey can be more appropriatelgderstood¢conceptualized

and alsadesignedas sociotechnical constellations of distributed agencies between people, machines, and
programs.
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