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Abstract 

The Chinese myth of progress is one of the most comprehensive and systematic alternatives to its Western 

counterpart. It is particularly worth considering at a time when the Westôs progressive mythology is 

stagnating. Laozi played a special role in the creation of this alternative and his section 11 demonstrates an 

implicit form of the philosophy of technology elaborated by the Chinese progressivist reformers of the 19th 

century. In turn, the reformersô Daoist connotations help to reconstruct and validate the philosophy of 

technology in Laozi. Laozi studies have an additional explanatory strategy through Laoziôs influence during 

a critical time for his civilization. This article uses Sinology methodologically, comparing ideas from Laozi 

and Chinese intellectuals of the 19th century to reconstruct and interpret new meanings in Laoziôs 

philosophy. It considers the psychological-comparativist approach by Evgeny Torchinov and others, 

making it possible to connect their comparativist approach to the Daoist philosophy of technology for the 

sake of future existential analysis of the techno-human situation from Laoziôs perspective. Laozi and other 

Daoist thinkers suggest existential strategies, even in a world where everything is mathematized. 

Berdyaevôs ñnew heroism,ò about staying human in the age of machines, has an unexpected ally in Laozi 

and his tradition. Therefore, Laozi is vital for understanding the technological age. 

Key words:  Laozi; Technology; Heroism; Liang Qichao; Becoming 

 

Citation:  Azarov K. (2023). Laozi and Myth of Progress in China. Technology and Language, 4(2), 54-63. 

https://doi.org/10.48417/technolang.2023.02.06 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License  

https://doi.org/10.48417/technolang.2023.02.06
mailto:konstantin.v.azarov@gmail.com
mailto:konstantin.v.azarov@gmail.com

