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Abstract

Many researchers of human behavior lack empirical data in the form of descriptions of adisatlyed
behaviors and their generalizations. Ficeibmarratives could be used as a source of empirical descriptive
data, and their analysis naturally resultshiaformulation of somdigrammar of behaviad The purpose

of this paper is to explore theogsibility to use the notion of behavioral grammar in a strict scientific
sense. Since the notion of grammar comes from linguistics, the article starts by comparing different
linguistic approaches to the understandifiggrammar Then it explores how theoncept of grammar is

used outside of linguistics, in notionsfgframmar of behavigh igrammar of societp andfigrammar of
cultured Any linguistic grammar explicitly or implicitly contains theoretical ideas about what language is

in general, offers somgpology of language elements, and some rules which can be conceptualized
rather differently (prescriptions and proscriptions, distributions, algorithms, schemes, templates). A
grammar of behavior also presupposes a certain theoretical view of behawat:is generated, where

its forms come from, how they are assimilated and chosen, etc. However, not every theory of behavior
can be understood as grammar. A grammar of behavior is that part of a theory that describes behavior,
explains it by formulatingules, by specifying what is necessary, typical, possible, and what is atypical or
impossible. A model of behavioral grammar extracted from fiction corpora can be based on Lewinian
theory of behavior, and understood as a set of generalized descriptitypscaf persons' behaviors in
typical psychophysiological conditions and typical circumstances.

Keywords: Human BehavigrGrammar Rules Norms Language Culture Scientific
Models

Citation: Serikoy, A. E. (2021). Grammar of Behavior as @heoretical Notion Technology and
Language2(4), 12-28. https://doi.org/10.48417/technolang.20.02

This work is licensed under@eative Commons AttributiehlonCommercial 4.0 International License

12
soctech.spbstu.ru


mailto:aeserikov@mail.ru
mailto:aeserikov@mail.ru
https://doi.org/10.48417/technolang.2021.04.02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

