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Abstract 
Language is a technological tool, since it is the outcome of a process of exteriorisation of a set of intentional 

practices. This process of exteriorisation is semiotic in nature. Language as technology and technology as 

language are thus ways of socialize consciousness. On the basis of some recent results in applied linguistics, 

the paper suggests that language and technology have to be considered as ñfunctioningò when they enable 

social relations, by collectivising consciousness and producing a sort of social intelligence as well as an 

increase of complexity; on the other hand, language and technology have to be considered as ñnon-

functioningò when they hinder socialization, privatize consciousness and reduce complexity, as is the case 

in automatized and algorithmic treatment of languages. This concept of language requires a reconsideration 

of the ways in which linguistics and philosophy of language understand semiotic practices and demands a 

shift from an ñautonomist viewò to a ñpolitical viewò of language. 
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ɸʥʥʦʪʘʮʠʷ 
ʗʟʳʢ ï ʵʪʦ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʯʝʩʢʠʡ ʠʥʩʪʨʫʤʝʥʪ, ʧʦʩʢʦʣʴʢʫ ʦʥ ʷʚʣʷʝʪʩʷ ʨʝʟʫʣʴʪʘʪʦʤ ʧʨʦʮʝʩʩʘ 

ʵʢʩʪʝʨʠʦʨʠʟʘʮʠʠ ʥʘʙʦʨʘ ʠʥʪʝʥʮʠʦʥʘʣʴʥʳʭ ʧʨʘʢʪʠʢ. ʕʪʦʪ ʧʨʦʮʝʩʩ ʵʢʩʪʝʨʠʦʨʠʟʘʮʠʠ ʥʦʩʠʪ 

ʩʝʤʠʦʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʡ ʭʘʨʘʢʪʝʨ. ʊʘʢʠʤ ʦʙʨʘʟʦʤ, ʷʟʳʢ ʢʘʢ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʷ ʠ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʷ ʢʘʢ ʷʟʳʢ ʷʚʣʷʶʪʩʷ 

ʩʧʦʩʦʙʘʤʠ ʩʦʮʠʘʣʠʟʘʮʠʠ ʩʦʟʥʘʥʠʷ. ʅʘ ʦʩʥʦʚʝ ʥʝʢʦʪʦʨʳʭ ʥʝʜʘʚʥʠʭ ʨʝʟʫʣʴʪʘʪʦʚ ʚ ʧʨʠʢʣʘʜʥʦʡ 

ʣʠʥʛʚʠʩʪʠʢʝ ʚ ʩʪʘʪʴʝ ʧʨʝʜʣʘʛʘʝʪʩʷ ʨʘʩʩʤʘʪʨʠʚʘʪʴ ʷʟʳʢ ʠ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʶ ʢʘʢ ñʬʫʥʢʮʠʦʥʠʨʫʶʱʠʝò, 

ʢʦʛʜʘ ʦʥʠ ʦʙʝʩʧʝʯʠʚʘʶʪ ʚʦʟʤʦʞʥʦʩʪʴ ʩʦʮʠʘʣʴʥʳʭ ʦʪʥʦʰʝʥʠʡ ʧʫʪʝʤ ʢʦʣʣʝʢʪʠʚʠʟʘʮʠʠ ʩʦʟʥʘʥʠʷ ʠ 

ʩʦʟʜʘʥʠʷ ʩʚʦʝʛʦ ʨʦʜʘ ʩʦʮʠʘʣʴʥʦʛʦ ʠʥʪʝʣʣʝʢʪʘ, ʘ ʪʘʢʞʝ ʫʚʝʣʠʯʝʥʠʝ ʩʣʦʞʥʦʩʪʠ; ʩ ʜʨʫʛʦʡ ʩʪʦʨʦʥʳ, 

ʷʟʳʢ ʠ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʠ ʩʣʝʜʫʝʪ ʨʘʩʩʤʘʪʨʠʚʘʪʴ ʢʘʢ ñʥʝʬʫʥʢʮʠʦʥʠʨʫʶʱʠʝò, ʢʦʛʜʘ ʦʥʠ ʧʨʝʧʷʪʩʪʚʫʶʪ 

ʩʦʮʠʘʣʠʟʘʮʠʠ, ʧʨʠʚʘʪʠʟʠʨʫʶʪ ʩʦʟʥʘʥʠʝ ʠ ʫʤʝʥʴʰʘʶʪ ʩʣʦʞʥʦʩʪʴ, ʢʘʢ ʚ ʩʣʫʯʘʝ ʩ 

ʘʚʪʦʤʘʪʠʟʠʨʦʚʘʥʥʦʡ ʠ ʘʣʛʦʨʠʪʤʠʯʝʩʢʦʡ ʦʙʨʘʙʦʪʢʦʡ ʷʟʳʢʦʚ. ʕʪʘ ʢʦʥʮʝʧʮʠʷ ʷʟʳʢʘ ʪʨʝʙʫʝʪ 

ʧʝʨʝʩʤʦʪʨʘ ʩʧʦʩʦʙʦʚ ʧʦʥʠʤʘʥʠʷ ʩʝʤʠʦʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʧʨʘʢʪʠʢ ʣʠʥʛʚʠʩʪʘʤʠ ʠ ʬʠʣʦʩʦʬʘʤʠ ʷʟʳʢʘ, ʠ 

ʧʦʜʨʘʟʫʤʝʚʘʝʪ ʧʝʨʝʭʦʜ ʦʪ ñʘʚʪʦʥʦʤʠʩʪʩʢʦʛʦò ʢ ñʧʦʣʠʪʠʯʝʩʢʦʤʫò ʚʟʛʣʷʜʫ ʥʘ ʷʟʳʢ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License 

mailto:simone.aurora@unipd.it
mailto:simone.aurora@unipd.it
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/

