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Abstract

In 2009, two CanadiapoetsStephen Collis and Jordan Scétvelled to five different ecosystemathin

the borders of British Columbi@C). At each location, they left@py of the canonical text of physical

D QWKUR SR O RQrigin'@ Bpeti€giBY9), open to the elements, for one calendar yearpitject,
documented in the photographic bobkcompW XUQHG WKH SRHWVdssENVomOhedAdRGH RI H[S
insteadof manipulating words to create a final work of linguistic expresslmpoets let nature dissolve
the integrity of the book, leaving worded morphemes dangling in poetic fragments. Deompproject
allows us to reflect m the environmentahfluences on language, and the orgatiacture of
language. The dominant metaphors that describe langwagee from the biological world, and from
'DUZLQTV WKHRUn paArtictiar. R anuagefRc@an be said to evaivetate,grow, stagnate and
HYHQ GLH /LNH WKH ZRaft@\Vhd €embnisZlanguadedncah[be isolated by geographic
factorsand left to fossilize without continued exchange with other cultureghe forests B.C. the
metaphorical mapping betweeroligy and language becomes liteNle bear witness to the effects of
entropy on the book and as the line between animate and inanimate agendstiheqoets piec®gether
WKH IUDJPHQWYV R Dbddrdjvig fakecabiddtédHwithGSuclguestionsconfronted with the
epheneralnature of language and the acts of assembly we all perform eveny they/face of linguistic
change, and often, decay.
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< ]Jh"m "\Z dzZgzZz~kdbo ihwlZ Kib\_g Dheebk b >"hj*Zg Kdhll ih[u\Zeb
wdhkbkl_fZo ;jblZgkdhc Dhemf[bb ]~_ hklZ\beb dgb]lm Q >Zj\bgZ 3ljhbkoh™”
1h~ WIh!l ijh_dl azZz”~hdmf_glbjh\Zgg®ecdmp'hlhdighljgmeugjddc kihkh[

\ujzZz> _gby ihwlh\ \f_klh IhJh qglh[u fZgbimebjh\Zlv keh\Zfb ”"ey kha”"Zg
ebg]\bklbg_Kkjhtbld\_~_gby ihwlu iha\hebeb ijbjh~_ jZajmrblv p_ehklghklv dg
PDecomp ihalhey | az*mfzlvky h \ebygbb hdjm Zxsj]Zgdjg”kddL Kajurdd bmh_
yaudZ >hfbgbjmxsb_ f_IZnhju hibku\Zxsb_ yaud ijhbkoh”yl ba [bheh]bq_
gZklghklb ba I_hjbb w\hexpbb >Zj\bgZ Fh gh kdZaZzZlv qglh yaudb jZa\b\Zxl
jZKIml klZ]lgbjmxl b 7~z _ mfbjzxl ITh hdlglh keh\Bf2A Ilyaudb fhlml [ulv
bahebjh\Zgu b hdzf_g_Iv [_a ihklhyggh]lh h[f_gZ k ~jm]bfb dmevIimjzfb
\azZbfh”_ckl\b_ f_""m [bheh]b_c b yaudhf klZgh\blky [md\Zevguf ]jZgv f
g_h~mr_\e_qggufb Z]_glZfDRtbkh[bi¥ xIky glz]f dklzZ >ZjIhegamp fu
ihklhyglgh[bjz_ f yaud i_j_”~ ebphf yaudh\uo baf_g_gbc Z gqzZklh b miz~dz
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