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Abstract 
This essay for the inaugural issue of Technology and Language explores the complicated interrelation of 

conceptual and technological change in the context of scientific development. It shows how these relations 

become even more complex in the age of information technologies. Criminalistic research offers a case in 

point. It is defined by a set of technologies and a precise language which serves to render vague legal 

concepts determinate. Technology is not only used by law enforcement and the science behind it, it is also 

used for committing criminal acts. In this case, as criminals learn to draw on the technical vocabulary of 

the information society, criminalistic science has to develop or refine its vocabulary in order to define and 

characterize the new kinds of criminal activities. This marks a dialectical moment in the development of 

contemporary societies. 
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ɸʥʥʦʪʘʮʠʷ 
ɺ ʵʪʦʤ ʵʩʩʝ ʜʣʷ ʧʝʨʚʦʛʦ ʚʳʧʫʩʢʘ ʞʫʨʥʘʣʘ ñʊʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʠ ʚ ʠʥʬʦʩʬʝʨʝò (ñTechnology and Languageò) 

ʠʩʩʣʝʜʫʝʪʩʷ ʩʣʦʞʥʘʷ ʚʟʘʠʤʦʩʚʷʟʴ ʢʦʥʮʝʧʪʫʘʣʴʥʳʭ ʠ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʠʟʤʝʥʝʥʠʡ ʚ ʢʦʥʪʝʢʩʪʝ 

ʥʘʫʯʥʦʛʦ ʨʘʟʚʠʪʠʷ. ɺ ʩʪʘʪʴʝ ʧʦʢʘʟʘʥʦ, ʢʘʢ ʵʪʠ ʦʪʥʦʰʝʥʠʷ ʫʩʣʦʞʥʷʶʪʩʷ ʚ ʚʝʢ ʠʥʬʦʨʤʘʮʠʦʥʥʳʭ 

ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʡ, ʥʘ ʧʨʠʤʝʨʝ ʜʘʥʥʳʭ ʢʨʠʤʠʥʘʣʠʩʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʠʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʡ. ʀʟʚʝʩʪʥʦ, ʯʪʦ 

ʢʨʠʤʠʥʘʣʠʩʪʠʯʝʩʢʘʷ ʵʢʩʧʝʨʪʠʟʘ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʷʝʪʩʷ ʥʘʙʦʨʦʤ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʡ ʠ ʪʦʯʥʳʤ ʷʟʳʢʦʤ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʡ 

ʩʣʫʞʠʪ ʜʣʷ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʝʥʠʷ ʶʨʠʜʠʯʝʩʢʠʭ ʢʦʥʮʝʧʮʠʡ. ʊʝʭʥʦʣʦʛʠʠ ʠʩʧʦʣʴʟʫʶʪʩʷ ʥʝ ʪʦʣʴʢʦ 

ʧʨʘʚʦʦʭʨʘʥʠʪʝʣʴʥʳʤʠ ʦʨʛʘʥʘʤʠ ʜʣʷ ʧʨʦʚʝʜʝʥʠʷ ʨʘʩʩʣʝʜʦʚʘʥʠʷ, ʥʦ ʠ ʧʨʝʩʪʫʧʥʳʤʠ ʵʣʝʤʝʥʪʘʤʠ ʜʣʷ 

ʩʦʚʝʨʰʝʥʠʷ ʧʨʝʩʪʫʧʥʳʭ ʜʝʡʩʪʚʠʡ. ɺ ʩʚʷʟʠ ʩ ʵʪʠʤ, ʢʨʠʤʠʥʘʣʠʩʪʠʯʝʩʢʘʷ ʥʘʫʢʘ ʜʦʣʞʥʘ ʨʘʟʚʠʚʘʪʴ ʠ 

ʫʪʦʯʥʷʪʴ ʩʚʦʡ ʩʣʦʚʘʨʴ, ʯʪʦʙʳ ʦʧʨʝʜʝʣʷʪʴ ʥʦʚʳʝ ʚʠʜʳ ʧʨʝʩʪʫʧʥʦʡ ʜʝʷʪʝʣʴʥʦʩʪʠ, ʢʦʪʦʨʳʝ ʚʦʟʥʠʢʘʶʪ 

ʚ ʠʥʬʦʨʤʘʮʠʦʥʥʫʶ ʵʧʦʭʫ. ʕʪʦʪ ʧʨʦʮʝʩʩ ʤʦʞʥʦ ʨʘʩʩʤʘʪʨʠʚʘʪʴ ʢʘʢ ʜʠʘʣʝʢʪʠʯʝʩʢʠʡ ʬʝʥʦʤʝʥ ʚ 

ʨʘʟʚʠʪʠʠ ʩʦʚʨʝʤʝʥʥʳʭ ʦʙʱʝʩʪʚ. 
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